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All Americans must read this book in order to truly understand the reasons why radical Muslims like

Osama bin Laden and his followers have declared war on America and the West. Furthermore, only

this book accurately describes the severity of the threat they will continue to pose, with or without

bin Ladenâ€™s leadership, to our national security.To win the war against terrorism, the author

argues that we must first stop dismissing militant Muslims as â€œextremistsâ€• or â€œreligious

fanatics.â€• Formulating a successful military strategy requires that we must see the enemy as they

perceive themselvesâ€”highly trained and motivated soldiers who fervently believe their cause is

righteous. The author describes how militants throughout the Islamic world are enraged by what

they believe is Western aggression against their people, religion, and culture. Though bin Laden

declared war on America years agoâ€”not once but twiceâ€”the author argues that American

complacence in the face of such violent threats stems from the increasing secularization and moral

relativism of American society and culture. Even if bin Laden is brought to justice, the author warns,

the dangers posed by radical Islamic militants will not disappear, and we must be prepared for a

protracted war against terrorism. This important book will make a major impact on how America

thinks about its enemy and itself.
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This is a remarkable book well worth reading by anyone who wants to know how dangerous our

opponents are and how difficult the war with terrorism could get. The author is described as "a

senior U.S. intelligence officer with nearly two decades of experience in national security issues

related to Afghanistan and South Asia." He was forced to publish the book anonymously because it

is so different from the pre-September 11 analysis of his employing agency.His own disgust with the

American intelligence bureaucracy is evident in his acknowledgments when he cites Mark Helprin

about men who "knowing very little or next to nothing, take pride in telling everyone else what to do."

He continues with praise for young civil servants "whose work ethic, intellectual honesty, and

personal courage inspire awe and-if unleashed-are more than match for America's foes, foreign or

domestic. Too often, however, their work is stymied by senior officers of my own generation. Mostly

men, these senior officers have made careers by keeping silent in the face of unfairness, avoiding

risk, and refusing to make decisions . . . Fortunately, most of the Republic's younger civil servants

recognize with Helprin that this behavior is `more than a pity, more than a disgrace, it is despicable'"

(xiv).The current strategy of focusing narrowly on Al Qaeda, Bin Laden, and body counts "is the

road to disaster, for the positions and force bin Laden has presented are a far more lethal and

varied threat than that posed by any of those we have labeled as `terrorists' over the past quarter

century. The strength of his personality and message is likely to lead to an enduring legacy that will

long survive his departure from the scene" (xvii).
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